Residents share loyalty to Lena 


But highway bypass 
threatens livelihood 

By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

LENA — Eileen Shallow got the itch 
to sample big city life in 1959 while work¬ 
ing in the Lena High School office. 

Many of her girlfriends left this village 
after graduation to seek their fortunes in 
Milwaukee, she said. ’So 1 went down 
during teachers’ convention to visit and I 
couldn’t wait to get back.’’ 

Shallow now works at La Fave Trust¬ 
worthy Hardware Store. She and her hus¬ 
band Roger owned the business until Oc¬ 
tober when they sold it to their son-in- 
law. Rayne La Fave. 

Shallow expressed a subtle loyalty to 
her village that is shared by many resi¬ 
dents. 

Lena heads a lineup of communities 
_along U.S. 
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are popular stops for tourists heading 
north. 

The heritage is Bohemian. French and 
German. French-Canadians settled here 
in the late 1800s, establishing farms once 
the forests were cleared, village librarian 
LeeAnn Pillath said. 

Villagers not capitalizing on the tour¬ 
ist trade make their living in farming and 
small business or at the Frigo Cheese 
Corp. plant, which employs 300. Many 
travel to Green Bay to find jobs, residents 
said. 

James and Karen Kugel have catered 
to out-of-town visitors for 15 years at Ku- 
gel’s Cheese Mart. 

Besides the usual cheese and sausage 
there’s honey from Oneida and Pound, 
syrup from Antigo. jam from Door Coun¬ 
ty and jelly from Lodi. 

If those items don’t endear visitors to 
Wisconsin. Karen Kugel’s personality- 
does. 

"People from the coasts will come in 
real quiet, but by the time they leave you 
know about half their family." she said. 
"They’re not afraid to talk to you, to 
strike up a conversation. I guess they 
know you're not going to mug them." 

Kugel said the cheese mart has a good 
base of local customers, but she admits it 



Taxidermist’s heaven: John Kin- and Fishermen’s Bar with his zoo 
ziger III sits back at his Hunter's of stuffed animals behind him. 
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The Lena profile 


□ Population: 598 □ No shark*: Looking a little out of 

D A real romantic: Lena wasn’t always place among the north woods wildlife 
the name of this village. Village Clerk in the Hunter s and Fishermen s Bar is 
Kathy Goldschmidt says records show a large hammerhead shark. Bar own- 
Lena was founded as Maple Valley in er John Kmziger III says a Green Bay 
1872. But another nearby village had the dentist caught the shark while in the 
same name, making mail delivery diffi- Florida Keys. He had it mounted, but 
cult. Postmaster George Hall was in- when he brought the toothy beast 
structed in 1882 to rename the village He home, the dentist's wife refused to let 
named it after Lena McCarthy, a woman it cross the threshhold The dejected 
whose heart he was determined to win. dentist then donated the shark to the 
Her picture hangs in the Village Hall. bar. 
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Say cheese: Karen Kugel, left, of Kugel's Cheese 
Mart in Lena, and employee Monica Hodkiewicz 
show one of the store s products. 



Riding high: Rayne La Fave. owner of La Fave s 
Trustworthy Hardware Store, sits atop a riding lawn- 
mower in front of his store in Lena 














□ Lena 

isn’t strong enough to support the 
business year-round. The Kugels 
and other village business owners 
know that U.S. Highway 141 may 
be upgraded to four lanes someday. 

"Were shaking in our boots a 
little.” James Kugel said. "If the 
four-lane highway comes through 
here, they're saying it will bypass 
Lena and Coleman and Pound." 

John Kinziger III rides at the 
helm of a 70-year-old family busi¬ 
ness that is a well-known Lena at¬ 
traction the Hunter’s and Fish¬ 
ermen's Bar. A beer and a game of 
pool are not the draw. These typi¬ 
cal barroom pastimes take a back 
seat to the 1,200 creatures that 
transform the place into a taxider¬ 
my museum. 

The menagerie includes almost 
every animal found in North Amer¬ 
ica. Kinziger said. Almost all were 
shot or otherwise collected by Kin- 
ziger’s father and grandfather. 

"It’s neat because of the tradi¬ 
tion.” Kinziger said. "Generations 
stop someone will come in here 
to show their kids and say they 
were in here with their parents 20 
years ago." 

A native of Lena. Kinziger said 


he sees limited growth potential 
for the village. It’s surrounded by 
farm land that provides little avail¬ 
able space for neighborhoods. 

The community’s size fosters a 
closeness, though, that many resi¬ 
dents would not trade for growth. 

Kathy Beschta said she and her 
husband Bill are near relatives in 
Lena. 

Entertainment options such as 
movies and restaurants are less 
than 30 miles away in Green Bay. 
Hunting and fishing also are popu¬ 
lar pursuits. For everyday needs. 
Lena residents support local busi¬ 
nesses. Kinziger said. 

Most people are loyal and want 
to keep our little town going.” he 
said. 


■ Next week: Brussels in Door 
County 




